The Order ot the Vel

Midweek Bible Study — May 22, 2002

Exodus 34:34-35 But when Moses went in
before the LORD to speak with him, he took
the vail off, until he came out. And he came
out, and spake unto the children of Israel
that which he was commanded. And the
children of Israel saw the face of Moses,
that the skin of Moses' face shone: and
Moses put the vail upon his face again, until
he went in to speak with him.

2 Corinthians 3:13 And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the
children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished:

Exodus 34:34-35 (NIV) But whenever he entered the LORD'S presence to speak
with him, he removed the veil until he came out. And when he came out and told
the Israelites what he had been commanded, they saw that his face was radiant.
Then Moses would put the veil back over his face until he went in to speak with
the LORD.

2 Corinthians 3:13 (NIV) We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his
face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away.

How do you know when you’ve joined the Order Of The Veil?

Although there are no dues, vows, or initiations, there are three
distinguishing characteristics of those who wear the veil:

1.

Matthew 23:23 (KJV) Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for
ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier
matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done,
and not to leave the other undone.

Matthew 23:23 (MSG) You're hopeless, you religion scholars and
Pharisees! Frauds! You keep meticulous account books, tithing on every
nickel and dime you get, but on the meat of God's Law, things like fairness
and compassion and commitment — the absolute basics! — you carelessly
take it or leave it. Careful bookkeeping is commendable, but the basics are
required.

James 1:21-25 (NIV) Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is
so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save
you. Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it
says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a
man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes
away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks
intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not
forgetting what he has heard, but doing it — he will be blessed in what he
does.

James 1:17 (KJV) Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it
not, to him it is sin.

John 15:4-5 (KJV) Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in
me. | am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and | in him,
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

John 15:4-5 (MSG) Live in me. Make your home in me just as | do in you.
In the same way that a branch can't bear grapes by itself but only by being
joined to the vine, you can't bear fruit unless you are joined with me. | am
the Vine, you are the branches. When you're joined with me and | with you,
the relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be abundant.
Separated, you can't produce a thing.

HOW TO SHED THE VEIL

We can do this by asking:

e Do I display the outward posture of righteousness while neglecting the
less noticeable attitudes of obedience?

e Have | deluded myself by hearing the Word of truth without acting on it?

e Have | neglected His presence, thus missing out on His strength, power,
and genuine glory?

2 Corinthians 3:18 (KJV) But we all, with open face beholding as in a
glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (NLT) And all of us have had that veil removed so that
we can be mirrors that brightly reflect the glory of the Lord. And as the Spirit
of the Lord works within us, we become more and more like him and reflect
his glory even more.

Matthew 5:16 (CEV) Make your light shine, so that others will see the good
that you do and will praise your Father in heaven.



