The Book Of Revelation - Chapters Twenty-One & Twenty-Two

And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and
the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 2
And | John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
3 And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the
tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he will dwell with them, and
they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, [and
be] their God. 4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes;
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away. 5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, |
make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words
are true and faithful. 6 And he said unto me, It is done. | am Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the end. | will give unto him that is
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 7 He that
overcometh shall inherit all things; and | will be his God, and he
shall be my son. 8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers,
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

9 And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had
the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me,
saying, Come hither, | will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. 10
And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain,
and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out
of heaven from God, 11 Having the glory of God: and her light
[was] like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone,
clear as crystal; 12 And had a wall great and high, [and] had
twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written
thereon, which are [the names] of the twelve tribes of the children
of Israel: 13 On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on
the south three gates; and on the west three gates. 14 And the
wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of
the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 And he that talked with me
had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and
the wall thereof. 16 And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is
as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed,
twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the
height of it are equal. 17 And he measured the wall thereof, an
hundred [and] forty [and] four cubits, [according to] the measure of
a man, that is, of the angel. 18 And the building of the wall of it was
[of] jasper: and the city [was] pure gold, like unto clear glass. 19
And the foundations of the wall of the city [were] garnished with all
manner of precious stones. The first foundation [was] jasper; the
second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald;
20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite;
the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the
eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. 21 And the twelve
gates [were] twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl:
and the street of the city [was] pure gold, as it were transparent
glass. 22 And | saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty
and the Lamb are the temple of it. 23 And the city had no need of
the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did
lighten it, and the Lamb [is] the light thereof. 24 And the nations of
them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of
the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 25 And the gates
of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.
26 And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.
27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth,
neither [whatsoever] worketh abomination, or [maketh] a lie: but
they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.
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Surely I come quickly ...

... even so, come, Lord Jesus!

e history of God's people begins and ends in paradise

GENESIS: Heavens and earth created (1:1), Sun created
(1:6), Night established (1:5), Seas created (1:10), Curse
announced (3:14-17), Death begins (3:19), Man driven
from garden (3:24), Sorrow and pain begin (3:17)

REVELATION: New heavens and earth (21:1), No need
of sun (21:23), No more night (22:5), No more sea (21:1),
No more curse (22:3), No more death (21:4), Man
restored to paradise (22:14), No more tears or pain (21:4)

v. 1 -"no more sea" - the sea meant danger, storms,
separation in John's day; he was exiled on an island!

v. 3 - "tabernacle" - God has always dwelled among his
people (Eden, Tabernacle, Temple, Jesus Christ, Church),
but never in such a literal sense as this!

v. 4 - "no more" - best way to describe Heaven - contrast!
v. 5 - "new" = "new in character" (old elements renewed?)
v. 7 speaks of the OVERCOMERS, v. 8 speaks of those
that were OVERCOME by sin ("abominable” = "polluted")

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT HELL?

- a place of unquenchable fire (Mark 9:44)

- a place of consciousness (Luke 16:23-24)

- a place of unbearable eternal torment (Luke 16:28)

- a place of darkness (Matthew 8:12)

- a place of intense weeping (Matthew 13:42)

- a place of separation from loved ones (Luke 13:28)

- a place with no hope of release (Matthew 25:46)

- a place where memory will torment (Luke 16:28)

- a place where lustful cravings will torment (Rev. 22:11)

v. 12-14 - gates and walls speak of protection, while
foundations speak of permanence; saints from OT and NT
covenants will be united in this city!

v. 16 - "foursquare" = "equal on all sides" (2 possibilities:
could be shaped like a cube or like a pyramid)
foursquare - same as holy of holies (God's dwelling)

v. 16 - "12,000 furlongs" = "1,500 miles" - city will cover
area over half of United States, and be 1,500 miles high!
such a city could easily accomodate world's population!
v. 17 - "144 cubits" = "216 feet" - height of city wall

v. 18 - "jasper" - city's walls built of a transparent crystal
v. 18 - "pure gold" - city itself built of a transparent gold
v. 19-20 - "foundations" - usually hidden part of
construction, but these will be visible and beautiful, each
made of a separate jewel (some colors unknown)

v. 21 - "pearls" - an ancient "royal gem," produced by a
mollusk covering an irritating grain of sand in its shell;
stepping through gates of pearl is the ultimate reward for
those who lived through the "irritation" of trials on earth!
v. 22 - no temple, for God's presence is everywhere

v. 23 - no sun or moon, for "the Lamb is the light thereof"
v.24-27 - the mention of "nations" suggests that there will
be groups of people living eternally on the earth

v. 26 - reflects the ancient practice of kings and nations
bringing wealth and glory into the city of the greatest king!
v. 27 - although unredeemed men will live on earth in the

W (Rev. 20:7-8), there is no sin on the new earth

e when we were born again, we were saved from the
PENALTY of sin; as we abide in Christ daily, we are
saved from the POWER of sin; when we enter Heaven,

we will be saved from the very PRESENCE of sin!




And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of
the Lamb. 2 In the midst of the street of it, and on
either side of the river, [was there] the tree of life,
which bare twelve [manner of] fruits, [and] yielded her
fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree [were] for
the healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be no
more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb
shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4 And
they shall see his face; and his name [shall be] in
their foreheads. 5 And there shall be no night there;
and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for
the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign
for ever and ever.

6 And he said unto me, These sayings [are] faithful
and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent
his angel to shew unto his servants the things which
must shortly be done. 7 Behold, | come quickly:
blessed [is] he that keepeth the sayings of the
prophecy of this book. 8 And | John saw these things,
and heard [them]. And when | had heard and seen, |
fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which
shewed me these things. 9 Then saith he unto me,
See [thou do it] not: for | am thy fellowservant, and of
thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep
the sayings of this book: worship God. 10 And he
saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of
this book: for the time is at hand. 11 He that is unjust,
let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be
filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be
righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.
12 And, behold, | come quickly; and my reward [is]
with me, to give every man according as his work
shall be. 13 | am Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the end, the first and the last. 14 Blessed [are]
they that do his commandments, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the
gates into the city. 15 For without [are] dogs, and
sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and
idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 16 |
Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these
things in the churches. | am the root and the offspring
of David, [and] the bright and morning star. 17 And
the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the water of life
freely. 18 For | testify unto every man that heareth the
words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall
add unto these things, God shall add unto him the
plagues that are written in this book: 19 And if any
man shall take away from the words of the book of
this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the
book of life, and out of the holy city, and [from] the
things which are written in this book.

20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely |
come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 21
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ [be] with you all.
Amen.

o v. 1 - from the base of the throne comes a River
of Life (Jesus gave living water - John 4:13-14)

o V. 2 - man once again has access to the tree of
life (a TYPE of tree rather than a single tree?)

. v. 2 - twelve month cyle - Heaven is not the
absence of time, but rather the infinity of time!

. v. 2 - "healing" = "therapeia" - care, nutrition

. v. 3 - "serve" - our service to God in this life is
preparing us for eternal service in Heaven

o v. 4 - we will finally see our Redeemer's face!

. v. 4 - "foreheads" - contrast to Mark of the Beast

o many of our questions about Heaven must go
unanswered until we get there; however, John
tells us that we have responsibilities NOW
because we are going to Heaven in the
FUTURE

TS0~

Heaven is more than just a destination;
it is also our greatest motivation!

OO~

o v. 6 - "shortly" = "quickly," not "soon"

o v. 8 - John again falls down to worship an angel,
but is forbidden; why then did Jesus receive
worship? (Rev. 1:17, Luke 5:8) - He was God!

o v. 10 - in contrast to Daniel (12:4), Revelation is
NOT a sealed book; since John's day we have
been in the "last times" (1 John 2:18)

o v. 11 - no time to repent at Christ's coming!

. today's decision determines your eternal
destiny!

. v. 13 - what God starts, He will finish - salvation!

o service for the Lord involves not only
expectancy (v. 12), but also occupying until he
comes (v. 14)

o v. 15 - "without" - "outside" of God's Kingdom

o v. 16 - "mine angel" = "my messenger" (John?)

o v. 16 - "root and offspring" - David's creator and
ancestor (root), but also his descendant
(offspring) - see Matthew 22:41-46

o v. 16 - "morning star" - indicates coming of dawn

o v. 16 - ROOT = 1st coming, STAR = 2nd coming

o v. 17 - "come" = "be thou continually coming," or
"keep on coming until you finally arrive"

. v. 17 - "whosoever will" = "whoever is desiring"

. v. 18-19 - warnings of this type were commonly
added to ancient writings, because scribes who
copied them might be tempted to tamper with
the material - Don't tamper with God's Word!

o v. 20 - "quickly" - one day is with the Lord as a
thousand years! (see 2 Peter 3:3-4, 8-9)

. v. 20 - "even so, come" - the cry of the church

Your beliefs concerning the various minute aspects of
prophecy are not crucial to your salvation; however,




this one thing IS crucial ... "unto THEM THAT LOOK
FOR HIM shall He appear the second time without sin
unto salvation" (Hebrews 9:28) LET'S BE READY!




