
The Problem With 

ProdigalsProdigalsProdigalsProdigals    
    

 

First United Pentecostal Church 

Sunday Morning,  June 16,  2002 
 
Luke 15:11-14 (MSG)  Then he said, “There was once a man who had two sons. 
The younger said to his father, 'Father, I want right now what's coming to me.' So 
the father divided the property between them. It wasn't long before the younger 
son packed his bags and left for a distant country. There, undisciplined and 
dissipated, he wasted everything he had. After he had gone through all his 
money, there was a bad famine all through that country and he began to hurt.” 

 

FOUR STEPS DOWNWARD 
 
 

 
v. 12 
“I want right now” 

   

  
v. 13 
“distant country” 

  

   
v. 13 
“wasted everything” 

 

    
v. 14 
“he began to hurt” 

 
 
Luke 12:15 (KJV)  And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a 
man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. 
 
 

Before sin is ever a ______________ against God, it is always 

first a ______________ from God. 

 

Isaiah 59:1-2 (NLT)  Listen! The Lord is not too weak to save you, and he is not becoming 
deaf. He can hear you when you call. But there is a problem—your sins have cut you off 
from God. Because of your sin, he has turned away and will not listen anymore. 

 

Proverbs 20:21 (KJV)  An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the beginning; but the end 
thereof shall not be blessed. 

John 8:34-36 (MSG)  Jesus said, "I tell you most solemnly that anyone who chooses a life 
of sin is trapped in a dead-end life and is, in fact, a slave. A slave is a transient, who can't 
come and go at will. The Son, though, has an established position, the run of the house. 
So if the Son sets you free, you are free through and through. “ 

 

FOUR STEPS UPWARD 
 
 

   
 

v. 24 
“he was lost,  
and is found” 

  
 

v. 20 
“he arose, and 
came to his father” 

 

 
 

v. 18 
“I have sinned 
against heaven” 

  

 

v. 17 
“when he came 
to himself” 

   

 

 
James 1:17 (NLT)  Whatever is good and perfect comes to us from God above, who 
created all heaven’s lights. Unlike them, he never changes or casts shifting shadows. 
 

2 Corinthians 7:10 (NLT)  For God can use sorrow in our lives to help us turn away from 
sin and seek salvation. We will never regret that kind of sorrow. But sorrow without 
repentance is the kind that results in death. 

 

Ephesians 2:8-10 (KJV)  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them. 
 

Psalm 103:8-13 (KJV)  The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in 
mercy. He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever. He hath not dealt 
with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. For as the heaven is 
high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. As far as the east is 
from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. Like as a father pitieth 
his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.  

 
One prodigal _________________________ and wasted his 

inheritance; the other prodigal _________________________ 

and wasted his inheritance! 

 



Romans 8:15 (NLT)  So you should not be like cowering, fearful slaves. You should 
behave instead like God’s very own children, adopted into his family—calling him “Father, 
dear Father.” 


